
 

 

Proactive Release 

The following item has been proactively released by the Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern, Prime 
Minister:  

 

Novel Coronavirus Response Issue Updates: 4 February 2020 

 

Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if requested, 
would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). Where this is the case, 
the relevant section of the Act that would apply has been identified. Where information has 
been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would outweigh the reasons for 
withholding it.  

Key to redaction code: 

• 6(a), to protect the security or defence of New Zealand or the international relations 
of the Government of New Zealand 

• 9(2)(a), to protect the privacy of individuals 

• 9(2)(b)(ii), to protect the commercial position of the person who supplied the 
information, or who is the subject of the information 

• 9(2)(ba)(i), to protect the supply of similar information in the future 

 

 

 

 

 
© Crown Copyright, Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) 
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Aide-memoire:   
From:  Phil Houlding 
 Director 
 International Policy 
Contact:  Manager Trade Policy  
To:  Hon Damien O’Connor 
 Minister of Agriculture 
 Hon Stuart Nash 
 Minister of Fisheries 
 Hon Shane Jones 
 Minister of Forestry 
Date: 4 February 2020 

Impact of Coronavirus on primary sector trade and MPI’s 
response 
 
Key Messages 
 
• This aide memoire provides information on the current known impacts of Coronavirus 

on primary sector trade and outlines MPI’s response. 
 
• Most sectors have experienced some sort of impact, largely from supply chain 

disruption at the Chinese end or through the reduction of transportation links to China. 
Forestry and the seafood industry are the most severely impacted at this point. 

 
• MPI is closely monitoring the impacts of Coronavirus on New Zealand’s primary sector 

trade and providing exporters with the latest information. The situation is evolving 
rapidly and there remains significant uncertainty. 

 
• We will provide further updates as industry impacts change. The next inter-agency 

meeting with industry groups is on Wednesday 5 February to report on the latest 
developments and to discuss how government can best support them. MPI is working 
with NZTE, MFAT and Customs to ensure exporters are updated on the situation so 
they can implement their own contingency plans. 

 
• There remains no change in the regulatory settings for exports to China.  

  

s9(2)(a) s9(2)(a)
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11. On Friday 31 January MPI convened a meeting with primary sector stakeholders 
(chaired by Acting Deputy Director General Policy and Trade, Ruth Fairhall) to discuss 
Coronavirus and the potential impacts for trade. Participants included peak industry 
bodies along with businesses from sector groups most likely to be affected, and other 
agencies including MFAT, Customs, NZTE, and Treasury. 

 
12. MPI will host a second inter-agency meeting with primary sector exporters on 

Wednesday 5 February to report on the latest developments and to discuss how it can 
best support them.  

 
13. MPI and MFAT’s exporter helplines have not yet received any enquires directly related 

to Coronavirus. NZTE is currently establishing a portal on its website with the latest 
information and advice for all New Zealand exporters (expected to be live in the next 
day). MPI will continue to provide NZTE with its latest intelligence, and update its 
website as information is made available. 

 
14. MPI will continue to work closely (via MFAT) with Minister Parker’s office, who is 

currently responsible for handling all media enquires related to the trade aspects of 
Coronavirus.  

 
15. We are keeping Ministers informed through weekly report items and formal messages, 

and contributing to an economy-wide trade update process led by MFAT. Note an Aide 
Memoire outlining the impact of coronavirus on log exports will be provided to Minister 
Jones later this week. 

 

 
 
 
 
Minister / Minister’s Office  
Seen / Referred 
          /          / 2020 
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Appendix One 

Appendix One: New Zealand trade to China  
 

Average 
exports 
(2017-2019) 

January February March April May June Average 
yearly 
exports 

Current Situation Risk (from extended 
crisis) 

Dairy $326.0 
million 
1% Air 

$292.7 
million  
1% Air 

$362.9 
million  
1% Air 

$373.3 
million  
2% Air 

$407.8 
million 
2% Air 

$412.8 
million 
2% Air 

$5.4 
billion  
2% Air 

Minimal impact - Due to 
the non-perishable nature 
of main dairy commodities 
(e.g. WMP)  

Medium – 
increasing risk over 
time. 

Forestry $167.2 
million 
0% Air 

$242.4 
million  
0% Air 

$291.6 
million  
0% Air 

$258.8 
million  
0% Air 

$198.8 
million 
0% Air 

$267.6 
million  
0% Air 

$3.1 
billion 
0% Air 

Significant disruption 
reported – impact on 
forest crews 

High – compounded 
by market 
slowdown. 

Horticulture $23.2 
million 
76% Air 

$9.5 
million  
7% Air 

$35.7 
million  
0% Air 

$115.5 
million  
0% Air 

$107.2 
million  
0% Air 

$99.1 
million 
0% Air 

$674.9 
million 
4% Air 

Minimal impact – Key 
export products currently  
off-season 

Medium – 
Increasing risk as 
approach export 
season (e.g. 
kiwifruit exports 
start in March and 
apples in April). 

Meat/wool $227.1 
million 
0% Air 

$283.1 
million  
1% Air 

$308.1 
million  
1% Air 

$246.3 
million  
1% Air 

$268.6 
million  
1% Air 

$236.3 
million  
2% Air 

$3.0 
billion 
1% Air 

Trade slowing – reported 
scaling back of exports to 
China and some market 
diversion occurring. 

High – risk from lack 
of cold storage 
space in China and 
New Zealand. This is 
compounded by 
near drought 
conditions and peak 
season.  

Seafood $40.8 
million 
73% Air  

$50.7 
million 
50% Air 
 

$ 52.4 
million  
29% Air 

$51.7 
million 
41% Air 

$65.4 
million  
51% Air 

$41.2 
million  
55% Air 

$616.5 
million 
50% Air 

Significant disruption 
reported 

High –given 
perishable nature of 
product  Proa
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Appendix Two 

Appendix Two: Update on China’s notified market access conditions 
 

1. China's notified market access conditions for food and primary products remain 
unchanged, along with registrations and listings for New Zealand food and primary 
product premises – and there is no evidence suggesting changes. 

 
2. Express references to Coronavirus border clearance processes on GACC and local 

customs offices’ official websites are currently confined to the ‘zero delay’ clearance 
of imported Coronavirus prevention and control supplies. 

 
3. There has been no public notification on official websites to port or airport freight 

closures. However, there are references to some processes at some ports which are 
now able to be done remotely, thereby reducing the need for customs agents to visit 
port Customs offices. 

4. China's Ministry of Commerce has published a notice detailing the adequacy of 
China's meat imports, along with a document on supply of goods to consumers 
after the Coronavirus outbreak, and encouraging businesses to use imports to 
provide necessities. China's Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs has also 
published a notice to agriculture cooperatives on strengthening production and 
supply during the Coronavirus outbreak. 
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